Prince Henry’s Grammar School

English Department Literacy Support - Booklet 3

Literacy is really important to all your subjects and anything you want to do in
life.

It might take effort and hard work to learn good handwriting, good spelling

(use dictionaries to help you!) and good punctuation & paragraphing, but it’s a

skill to be proud of —and we will give you all the help you need to get there.

Good luck!



1) GRAMMAR: Word Class Revision

Nouns are the hames of places, people or things (abstract things like moods — happy, sad
etc, but also concrete things, like houses and tables)

TASK: Write out the following sentences and underline the houns:
1. Annie bought some sweefts.

I am going to see a film.

Peter owns a computer.

The car went fast.

o b~ N

I would like a dog.

6. Spring is a lovely season.

Pronouns are nouns that have been changed to refer to a person or thing. So, Jim’s house
becomes His house. Pronouns can be: he/his, her/hers, it/its, my/mine, theirs (etc!).

TASK: Write out the following sentences and change the underlined nouns into
pronouns:

1. Jim fell over yesterday.

2. Did you talk to Richard?

3. I gave the dog some food..

4. Where did Jess go?

5. I copied Jane's homework.

6. Helen and Paul went to the cinema

7. I can't find my work, Miss.




2) GRAMMAR: Word Class Revision

Pronouns are nouns that have been changed to refer to a person or thing. So, Jim’s house
becomes His house. Pronouns can be: he/his, her/hers, it/its, my/mine, theirs (etc!).

TASK: Write out the following pronouns and their plural version. This is more
difficult than it seems!

Singular Plural

I. me

YWau

He. him, she, her, it

My, mine

Your, yours

His. her. hers, its

Now, write out the following and insert the appropriate pronouns (singular or
plural):

I have a dog called Milo. love but he can

be wvery mischievous. One day my friends and
were coming home from school when
dog, Sam, ran out inte the rood and
chased friend Mick up the hill

got scared and jumped over a fence info

someone’s garden. shouted at Sam fo

come to but refused. An old man came out of the
house brandishing a stick. was scowling and looked furious.
all legged it down the hill and Sam followed . When

got home my mum said, "Why are so hot and

bothered?"



3) GRAMMAR: Word Class Revision

Prepositions (or determiners) are the little Words that join'lip the more important nouns,
adjectives, verbs and adverbs such as from, in, on, by, at, of, t0.

Whilst they may only be small, they are very important!

TASK: Take each PREpOSition in turn and Make it the firstword inaline'ofapoem. Then fill

intheling. Try to make the poem make sense! The first line is written for you below as an
example. You may choose a different line if you prefer.

From Monday to Friday T go to school
Ino..
T T
By.......
At .
Of.....
To



4) GRAMMAR: Word Class Revision

Adjectives are describing words: everything from tall, short, blue, black to
superlatives such as biggest, shortest and fastest.

TASK: Write out the following, and insert the most appropriate adjectives from the list
below:

Billy had never been to the circus before and he was so excited, The
ringmaster came inte the circus ring first, He was and
and teld the audience that they were abeut to be amazed and

thrilled by what they were about to see, The circus ring became a blaze of

celeur and light, with ladies standing high en
herses, chimpanzees dressed up and bowing to the crowds
and trapeze artists, flying magnificently through the air,

The clewns toppled in making the audience laugh, They wore
cestumes and did all serts of tricks, One clewn peoured

water down his friends trousers and the

gudience roaregd, Then in came some more clowns in a ,
car, The car jumped and jerked before expleding with a

bang, Mext was the turn of the lien-tamer whe weore a

suit and had a moustache, Billy thought the lion-

tamer was sver so as he put his head inte the jaws of his

lichs, At the end of the shew, all the artistes poraded arcund the circus ring

and the audience clapped and chezred, Billy had had a time

at the circus,

loud beautiful fancy bailing
big cold tall brave
daring anart awful silly
funny red nice wonderful




5) GRAMMAR: Word Class Revision

REVEEBS: these words GtERIGHONREN (but not all the time) and ACICCIAINORNEIVEID.

For example: He ran (verb) GUIGKIY (adverb). Or he jumped (verb) @l (adverb). She
wore (verb) dresses (noun) ESUEHUNY (adverb).

TASK: Write out the following sentences. [IGETIiNeRAENETD and then@

1, The baby ate his feed noisily,

2. You must run there as
quickly as pessible,

3, Jenny walked slewly fe
school.

4, Don't breathe so heavily!

5. Leck clesely at the questions

befeore answering them,

TASK: Write out the following sentences EtGINOIAMADPIOPIIGICIAGVETD in the gaps.

1, Little Miss Maughty bounced down the reoad,

2, Mr. Bump fell ever the bex .

3, Mr. Happy smiled at his friends,

4, Mr, Tickle laughed as he tickled Little Miss Sunshine,

B, Little Miss Meat dusted the house



6) GRAMMAR: Word Class Revision

TASK: Write out the following sentences in your books, and labél'the word-classes
being used. Decide if the words are ROURS, Verbs, adjectives or adverbs.

Extension: Can you spot any Pronouns?

1, Peter walked qui%o the shop.

2, Amy laugheydly at the funny jo

% Th%agged its Iog‘rail happily.




7) GRAMMAR: Word Class Revision
TASK: Write out the following sentences in your books, and Underline all'the

adjectives| Once you have done this, {WFite oUEWhich sentence you think'is most
effective and why.

1, The man was mean and greedy and wouldn't give the young children any of

his sweets,

2, The thin, narrow-eyed man, selfish and miserly, wouldn't give the poor

famished children any of his scrumpticus sweets,

I think sentence is more effective because

TASK: Write out the following sentences in your books, and deconstruct them —in
other words, label any nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs that you can
find:

1. Frank had to decide quickly which way he weuld escape and then he
planned a clever escape route,

2. They walked suspicicusly over to the brown package lying in the middle of
the floor,

3. The policewoman arrested the boys for stealing the car, They had to
spend the night ina celd, dark cell,



8) GRAMMAR: Word Class Revision

b big boys | brutally | bash bald bullies

Choose four letters and write them in the table.
Taking each letter in turn, see if you can make a
sentence, each word beginning with the letter
given. The sentence must make sense. An

example is given to start you off.



9) GRAMMAR: Proof-Reading

There is a word or punctuation mark in each serfence that is
incorrect.  Write out the sentences, then underline the evil, cruel
mistake and write the correct word or punctuation mark after the

sentence.

_h.l

You drive good enough to win any race. Well

This group of kids are carving pumpkins.

Did you see my new coat,

I wonder whose eating the dog's favourite food.

It's not too early for you to lay down and go to sleep.
Elon seen the monster hiding in the bushes.

This is gn once in a lifetime opportunity.

My sister's names are Mary and Scary.

ooom o= o @ ks W

I'm innocent: I didn't do nothing wrong.

10.The soldiers moved careful across the bridge.

1. There were many deers in the field.

12.Frank is to hungry to settle for one piece of pizza.

13.1'd like to know where you put my Halloween costume.

14.The wolf's howl was loud enough to attract three more wolfs.

15.The cars are approaching the finish line and there coming fastl!



10) GRAMMAR: Proof-Reading

There are two mistakes in each senfence. Write the incorrect and
corrected version of each sentence in your books., The first one has

been done for you.

1. Their were ten broken egg's in the carton.

There were ten broken eggs in the carton.,

2. Each of the boys’ are writing a different story.

3. Did Taylor and me borrow the wrong car.

4. how many people seen the strange object?

B. Randall said, "Its too late to go out”l

6. The title of the book is a piece of Toast.

7. I'd like to invite joan to visit us in florida.

8. We will meet every Friday during the Summer,



11) GRAMMAR: Synonyms and Antonyms

Synonyms are words that are SIMIEARTO/0HErS, such as Erying, wailing; Weeping,
sobbing and so on.

Antonyms are words that are totally DIFFERENT, and are OPPOSITES such as night,
day, early, late, rare, common, popular, unpopular.

There are two underlined words in each passoge. They are either
synonyms or antomyms. Write them out and put an 'S’ for synonym or
an ‘A’ for antonym in the blank at the end of the passoge to indicate

how the words are related.

1. T couldrt recall her name and T don't even remember where we
met,

2. Chris wasn't in his seat when the teacher handed out the morning
assignment, He was tardy as usuval. Then he missed the bus and
was late for supper.

3. I thought I had a rare old bicycle that was worth a fortune. It
turned out to be a common model that nobody wanted to buy.

4. "What is that owful smell?" Troy asked as Melinda entered the
room. "That wonderful fragrance is my perfume!" she replied.

B. Yes, taking your shoes off as we entered Patrick’s house was polite
thing to do. However, placing them on his coffee table was rather
rude.

6. Mr Smith never liked any of his daughter’s boyfriends. He claimed
that most of them were weird. He was even less comfortable
about any that he considered to be normal.

7. Miss Snowflake was convinced that George had turned the heat up
all the way. She demanded that he confess his guilt. The other

kids knew that George would never admit that he had done wrong.

8. Drinking the water in that loke is strictly prohibited. Tt could

make you sick. But for some reason, swimming is allowed.



12) GRAMMAR: Verbs

VERES: FINITE: DOING AND BEING

Let's start by drawing the distinction between being verbs and doing verbs.

DOING WVERBS = words that show an action that one can do

They mean. He eries. She sereams. It meves. They

understand. You knew. We eat. I die. They drive.

BEING VEREBES = words that show a state of being = words that you
can't do the action of.

They are children. He is a doctor. She was
angry. It can be easy. They are here. I am mad.

will climbs 1 s1ts was
builds SINGS ran be hopes

hops delivered can shall

sat climbed should may

TASK: Draw a table in your books, and write out which UEEDSIRIEIDOING and which are
BEING from the box above.



13) GRAMMAR: Verbs

VERBS: FINITE: AUXILIARY VERBS AND PARTICIPLES

When vou place a being verb next to a deoing verb, the being verb 1s known as an
auxiliary verb and the doing verb 1s known as a participle. The participle usually

ends in —1ng, or — ed/en’ne

Bemg doing auxiliary + participle

|III III YH‘ ) t//x e -.-::j:: |
| \\ is +go= is going _xy
In'l * had + go = had gone

| . ' .
I was + swim = was swimming
— has +eat = has eaten «—

The ﬂuxi”aw verh hEIpS to QWE the verb TENSE:
prESEHt: past, future.

am siﬂging had sung will sing
ALL FINITE VERBS SHOW TENSE.

A verb can consist on one word — eat
Or a verb phrase {more than ona word) = aln Eating

In a sentence ike She is eating cakes. there is only one finite verb,

gven though it consists of two words (a phrase). So the finite vert in the sentence iz is

eating.
ALL DOING VERBS, ALL BEING VERBS, ALL PARTICIPLES

(BEING+DOING) ARE FINITE, AND ALL SHOW TENSE.

TASK TWO: answer these questions:

1) When vou put a being verb next to a doing verb, what do they become known as?

I) What is the function of auxiliary verhs?
3) How many finite verbs are there in: They are singing now . 7

4y Which verbs are finite?




14) GRAMMAR: Verbs

FINITE AND NON-FINITE VERES

ATT verbs are finite, except for

1. Verbs with TQ in front of them.
These are known as INFINITIVES and are NON-FINITE.

eats = finite to eat = non-finite go = finite to go = non-finite

2. —ing verbs on their own (participles without auxiliary verbs).
‘Lonely” —ing verbs are NOM-FINITE.

Iz eating = finite eating = non-finite am being = finite
am walking = finite walking = non-finite being = non-finite

am running to run running ran

was living to live living have lived

to take  were taking had taken took  taking

crying  toery is crying cried will ery

glide to glide gliding had glided

said will say  saying tosay  have said

TASK: List all the EINITEMNERBS in the box above.



15) GRAMMAR: Verbs

FINITE VERBS: WHY FINITE?

Finite verbs are called because they are limited (finite) by TENSE.

Also, a finite verb in a sentence, is finite because it always has a
SUBJECT.

The SUBJECT of a sentence tells us WHO or WHAT is doing/being the
action of the verb.

The verb is finite because it is limited by the number of subjects it can
have.

Example: They eat cake.

To find the SUBJECT ask who/what before the verb.

Whos/iwhat eats cake? Answer = They = the subject.

The finite verb eats is finite because there are a limited number of
subjects it can take which would make sense. The fable eats cake
doesn't really make sense. So the verb eats is FINITE.

HINT: IF A WORD HAS A, AWM, THE BEFORE IT. IT IS MOT A VERE AT ALL

1. He had hoped to win the race.

2. I take the kids to school.

3. We are trying to catch a fly.

4. Running down the road, I saw a neon sign.

5. To win is the point.

TASK: Write out the sentences above, and iGEEINCENCIEINITENERBS.



16) GRAMMAR: Sentence Subject

TASK: Write out the following sentences in your books, then...

FINDING THE SUBJECT OF A SENTENCE

1. First find the FINITE verb. Place a i:: around it.

2. Ask WHO/WHAT before the verb. Eg: Boys play football.
Whotwhat play feotball?

Answer = boys = the subject.
Place a d[ around the subject.

TASK FIVE: Find the subjects of these sentences by

completing steps 1 + 2 ahove.

We took our medicine .

I grabbed the weapon.
You finished your work.

They wanted to win the race.
We are playing away next week.
Nobody knew her name.
The women built a recket.
I am insane.

He is a doctor. They want to be scientists.

The trees, dancing in the wind, sway gently.




17) GRAMMAR: Sentence Object

TASK: Write out the following sentences in your books, then...

FINDING THE OBJECT

. Find the finite verb.

. Ask WHO/WHAT after the verb to find the object.
. Place a [[—) around the object.

Eg. The girls ook the sweets.

. Finite verb = teook
. The girl teck who/what ? Answer =| the sweets | =the object.

TASK 6. FIND THE OBJECT IN THESE SENTENCES.
(Follow steps 1-3 abowve)

The boys kicked the ball.

They drank milk.
He had eaten sweets.

I am hoping to catch a fish.

We drive cars.

Someone threw a stone.
He iz holding a medal.

Objects can be one word = They kick balls.

Objects can be more than one word {a phrase) =

They kick | the rugby balls.

OBJECTS always come after DOING verbs.

e
o .
We eclimb mountains.

We punch walls.

THE SUBJECT AND THE OBJECT = AL WAYS A NOUN OR A NOUN PHRASE

= answers the guestions who or what ¥ before and after the verl.
= nouns are things you can see, touch, hear, smell, taste, fesl.

= can have a, an, the in front of it = the hand; an apple; a home 24



18) GRAMMAR: Objects, Complements, Adverbs

VERES: (TRANSITIVE AND INTRANSITIVE),
OBJECTS, COMPLEMENTS AND ADVERBS

When a_noun comes directly after a DOING verb, we call that noun the
object of the verb.

When a noun comes directly after a DOING verb, we call that verb
transitive (Vt).

Eg: Mary eats | |ittle lambs. noun phrase (more than 1 word)
‘ | -.______
Finita domg verb ohject
{mansitive)

When a noun comes after a BEING verb, we call that noun the complement
of the verb.

\Verbs that have complements are INTRANSITIVE.

Eg. He is a doctor. j me'p];tase

COMPLEMENT
Finite being verh f
(INTRANSITIVE)

COMFLEMENTS CAN BE NOUNS OR ADJECTIVES.

Eg.Heis mad.*

Objects answer who/hat after the verb.
If there ISN'T a thing (object/noun) after the verb, then the verb is said to be
INTRANSITIVE (Vi = verb+isn't a thing/scmecne after the verb)

Eg - Th ey 51‘!1‘.:’ here.——*  “here” is not something or someens. It is not 2 noun
\.\_ _____T Irtells us WHERE and words that do thet are czlled, ADVERBS.

Verb = intranzitive = there isn't something someons directly after the varb

We are g‘ﬂlﬂg home. BEWAFRE: “home" looks like a noun n the senfence, but
J look again — it apswers the question FHERE ) and so 1= an
inmansiove verb adverb. (\Where ara we zoing” Home = advari)
The man hﬁﬂs sad. “gad” comes afier a being verb and describes the man so if's an

adjeciive.



COMPLEMENTS AND ADVERES.

So: / T TT—

Doing verb (vt) + noun = object = The girls ;mw flowers.

q._,___h_a 4
-_\__"'——_ —

Being verb (vi) + noun = complement = I am Sur.:erman!
(vi) + adjective = complement =T am angry.

BOTH BEING AND DOING VERBS CAN BE FOLLOWED BY ADVERBS

(words which tell is when, where, how, why).
WHEN VERBS ARE FOLLOWED BY ADVERBS, THEVERBS ARE CALLED

INTRANSITIVE.

I go there. There tells us where, so is an adverb of PLACE

I gonow.  Now tells us when, so is an adverb of TIME
I go quickly. Quickly tells us how, so is an adverb of MANNER.

ADVERBS can be ONE WORD [now]

or a PHRASE (more than cne word): [in the evening] = tells us when, so is an
ADVERB PHRASE.

ADVERES can sometimes be placed between a being and a doing verb:

I am slowly walking.  here 15 stll only one fimte verb, even though the verb has been
split.
{am walking)
{13 trying)

He is always trying hard.
“heard™ wells ns HOW he is wying, so is an adverk of RLANNEE.

“abarays” tells us when be 13 mving, 30 15 an adverb of TIME



PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

TASK  Read the sentences below and answer the questions that follow:

A The silly boy climbed over the wall.

A1 Whatis the finite verb in the sentence? Place a i::ﬁ% around it.

A2  Isthe verb present, past or firture tense?
A3 Whatis the subject? Place a around 1t.
A4 Isthere an object?

A.5.1 What guestion does gver the wall answer?

A52  So,1s over the wall the object, the subject or an adverh?

A6 Underline the adverb twice, —

A7 Isthe finite verb transitive or intransitive?

A 8.1 Which word deseribes the boy?

A 82 Isthatword a noun or an adverb or an adjective?

A.83 Place an arowed line ——  beneath the desenbing word, pointing to the word it
describes.

A0 Is the silly boy a noun, a noun phrase, an adverh, or an adverb phrase?

A10 What 15 the mininoum munber of words in any phrase?

Write out the sentence in your books, and write out the answers.



19) GRAMMAR: Putting It All Together

TASK: Read the sentence below, write it in your books and answer the following questions
in your books.

We are always eating yummy crisps to satisfy our hunger.

. . e
B.l1  Whatis the finite verb? Place a %" around it.
B2 Who are alwavs eating crisps? Place a ] arcund the subjact.

B.3  Underline the adverb of time{when?} twice.
B4 Underhine the adverk of reason (why) twice.
G Why are we alwavs eating crisps? Underline the answer twice.
B.6. s to satisfy our hunger an adverb phrase of time, place, manner, or reason?
B.7 Placea[ | around the object.
B2 What is the adjective in the object? Place an arrowed line beneath i, pointing to the thing
that it describes.
B.%  Isthe finite verb transitive or intransifive?

B.10 How do you know that nmger 15 a noun?



20) GRAMMAR: Putting It All Together

TASK: Read the sentences below, write them in your books and answer the
following questions in your books.

c.

Running down the road, I saw a mad
C.1 Puta =E arcund the fimte verb.
C2 Placea [ | around the subject and one around the object
C.3 s nmmng a fimte verb?
C.4  [s moming down the road a phrase? If it 13, underlme it twice.
C.3  Provide another example of a phrase from the sentence above.
5. | I am a quiet fool in the mornings.

Is a guet fool the obyect or the complement?

Is the momngs the object of the sentence?

[z fool 2 noun or a verb in the sentence’

[z zm a bemg or a doing verb?

L5 the fimite verb transifive or mransiive’

Is I the subject or the object in the sentence?

Which part of the sentence answers the question when 7

What do we call words which tell us when?

What do we call an adverb when it consists of more than one word?
How do we know that the word guiet 1s an adjective?

Labd [ et

SISESISIISISRSIoIS
1 O LA

Pl =T - I

o



21) GRAMMAR: Sentences

SIMPLE SENTENCES

A PHRASE 1s a group of words without a finite verb.
A group of words with a finite verb 15 called a CLAUSE.

A SIMPLE SENTENCE has only ONE finite verb.
It can have many. many phrases, but must only have 1 finite verb.
A simple sentence can also be called THE MAIN CLAUSE. because 1t

15 a group of words containing a finite verb.

Eg. I shot the arrow, hoping to win the tournament.

In this sentence the finite verb is shot because 1t has tense {pasﬂ and a

subject (I).

Hoping 1s a non-finite verb (a lonely —ing word).

To win is a non-finite verb (it has to in front).

The tournament tells us WHAT I was hoping to win. so it is a noun
phrase.

Therefore, there 15 only one fimte verb 1n this sentence, soit1s a

SIMPLE SENTENCE.

. We saw the thief escaping through the window next to the lampshade.
. They heard a call to come and to rescue the animals.

. The cowboy was thrown off the horse yvesterday evening just before
dark.

. Tcame, Isaw, I conquered.

. We shall overcome, despite difficulties laving ahead of us on this bleak
and dreadfl journey to the far and ancient empires.

. T'wish I had a million pounds so I can buy, oh, everything.

. Now is the winter of our discontent.

. Fly me to the moon and let me sing amongst the stars.
Being a teenager, he could honestly say nothing of value whatsoever.

[} Watch me soar, see me glide, hear me squeal.

TASK: Write out the sentences above in your books and highlight, tick or underline the
ones that are SIMPLE SENTENCES



22) GRAMMAR: Sentences

COMPOUND AND COMPLEX SENTENCES

When two (2) or more SIMPLE SENTENCES are joined by the words

AND, BUT, OR, NOR
the sentence is said to be a COMPOUND SENTENCE.

S0, when you find a sentence with more than one finite verb,
look for the joining word. The number of joining words depends
on the number of finite verbs in the sentence.

Here is the rule:

2 finite verbs = 1 joining word
3 finite verbs = 2 joining words
4 finite verbs = 3 joining words  (and so on)

Finite verb + joining word + finite verb

IF THE JOINING WORD IS and. but, or, nor — THEN THE
SENTENCE IS A COMPOUND SENTENCE.

IF THE JOINING WORD IS ANY OTHER JOINING WORD (i.e.
NOT and, but, or nor) THEN THE SENTENCE IS CALLED A
COMPLEX SENTENCE.

Examples:

1) I eat and I SJE-EP-. There are two fimite verbs (eat, sleep) joined by the word
and, so this sentence 15 COMPOUND.

2)I hGPE to win the race. Thereis only one finite verb = SIMPLE

3} I do it because I can. There are 2 finite verbs {do, can) — the jommg word
15 becauze. 0 the sentence 13 COMPLEX



JOINING WORDS:

When looking for joining words in a sentence so that you can name the
sentence as simple, complex or compound, itis important to know that the
joining word must be joining two or more finite verbs.

So,

I eat cake and sweets,

is still a simple sentence because there is only one finite verb. The word (and)
joins two nouns, not two verbs.

I eat cake and drink beer.

The joining word (and) joins two finite verbs (eat, drink), so this sentence is a
COMPOUND sentence.

Here is a list of the two main types of joining word (CONJUNCTION)

1. Co-ordinating Conjunctions = Compound joining
words/conjunctions

= AND, BUT, OR, NOR

2. Subordinate conjunctions/ joining words
= BECAUSE, SO, THEREFORE, THUS, CONSEQUENTLY, HOWEVER,
ALTHOUGH, UNLESS, EXCEPT, IF, ASLONG AS, APART FROM, YET,
WHEREAS, OTHERWISE, SIMILARLY, THEN, AFTER, LIKE , WHEN,
WHO, WHENEVER, WHERE (etc)

TASK 9: Answer the following questions:

1. Which jeoining words indicate the COMPOUND sentence?
2. If there are five finite verbs in a sentence, how many joining words
should there be?

3. If the joining word in NOT and, but, or, nor - AND COMES
BETWEEN TWO OR MORE FINITE VERBS - what do we call
that sentence?

Write the answers in your books.



23) GRAMMAR: Sentences

TASK: Read the sentences below, write them in your books and answer the
following questions in your books.

SIMPLE, COMPLEX AND COMPQUND

w1

1. Place a < \ig around the finite verbs in each sentence.
s
2. How many joining words should there be in each sentence?

3. Place a () around all the joining words.

1. Identify the sentence as simple, complex or compound

a) The little boy sleeps and dreams of becoming
rich. =

b) If it rains, bring a raincoat. =
c) | see stars whenever you kiss me. =
d) Here we sit, broken-hearted. =

e) However long it takes, | will wait for you.

f) The man who is mad married my sister.

g) They want success, but they are afraid to try.



24) GRAMMAR: Sentences

CLAUSES: MAIN + SUBORDINATE/CO-ORDINATE

Remember a clause is a group of words containing a finite verb.
A simple sentence is also called a MAIN CLAUSE because it contains a
subject, a finite verb, AND CAN MAKE SENSE ON ITS OWN.

I eat werms.

A compound sentence has 2+ MAIN CLAUSES = so it is almost like
saying a compound sentence is 2+ simple sentences joined by and, but,
or nor.

I eat worms but I prefer =lugs.

‘| eat worms” and “1 prefer slugs” can stand as independent sentences.
They make sense on their own. | eat worms is the main clause and the
second main clause, starting with but, is known as the co-ordinating
clause.

In a complex sentence, there is one main clause (a simple sentence with
a finite verb, a subject, and tense ) 1+ subordinating clauses (starting
with a joining word that is not and, but, or, nor). This subordinate clause
generally can't stand alone / does not make sense on its own = needs a
main clause in order to make sense.

They went home because it rained.

The verbs are went and rained and the joining word is because.
‘Because it rained” is not complete — it needs the main clause “They
went home”

to make complete sense. For this reason, the clause because it rained is
known as the subordinate clause.

If there is a sentence where there are and, but, or,nor joining the verbs
as well as other joining words, the sentence is still known as
COMPOUND.

I eat worms but I prefer slugs that are boiled slowly.

SIMPILE SENTENCE = 1 finite verb + one/more phrases = a main
clause.

COMPI EX SENTEMCE = 2/more finite verbs joined by subordinate
Conjunction / Has a main clause and 1/more
subordinate clauses.

COMPOUND SENTENCE = 2/more finite verbs joined by and, but, or
MNor / Has 2/more main clauses, the second
which is called the co-ordinate clause.




THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO IDENTIFYING SIMPLE,
COMPLEX AND COMPOUND SENTENCES

sl .
1. FIND the FINITE VERB and place a =, .= around it.

2. COUNT the finite verbs. If there is only ONE finite verb,
the sentence is SIMPLE.

3. How many joining words should there be?
CIRCLE the JOINING WORDS.

4. If the joining words are AND, BUT, OR, NOR
the sentence is COMPQUND.

4.1f the joining words are anything else, draw a line
beneath the joining word and stop when you get to the
next punctuation mark or the next verb.
You have just identified the subordinate clause and the

sentence is COMPLEX.

What is not underlined is the MAIN CLAUSE.

Eg: They play cricket (because) they like it.

The girl, (who) is blind, likes listening to stories.

(Whenever) T am angry, I shout loudly.

The match (which) was cancelled will be played
tomorrow.




TASK: Read the sentences below, write them in your books and answer the
following questions in your books.

1. Place s zig-zag around the finite verbs

! Place a sguare around the subject and the object

5. Place a circle aronnd the joining words

£. Underline the adverbs twice

3. Place an arrowed line beneath the adjectives,
pointing to the weords the describe.

. Place a large dot above words which show
posinon (i, out, behind, over, with, by, of )
= called PREPOSITIONS

7. Underline any subordinate clanses.

. I5 the sentence simple, complex, compoumnd?

1. The lonely lady, who likes juicy apples, met an
apple-seller yesterday.

2. The house, which is empty, will be sold quickly.

3. We ran away because we wanted to buy ice-
cream.

4.T will go but you must stay here.

5.Running up the hill, we saw people eating fish
while knitting socks.

6.Knowing the reasons, we understand the issues.

7. They wanted to win and they wanted to be the
champions.



25) GRAMMAR: Sentences

MORE ABOUT THE SUBJECT

The subject of a sentence tells us who/what is doing/being the action of the
verb.
Subjects can consist of:

a noun = Boys play football.

a noun phrase = The boys = arice + noun
The happy boys = articie + adjective + noun
The bD"_y'S with short hair = aticle + noun + adjective phrase
To f|'gh1- is useless. = infinitve act ng as a subject

Running daily helps the heart = paniciple + advers acting ==
the subjsct.

a noun clause = That he stole is the truth.

(Who/what is the truth? Answer = that he stole Even though it has a verb,
it is a clause acting as a subject and so is doing the job of a noun. So we
call it a noun clause).

*With short hair = called an adjective phrase because it describes the boys.
Words which describe are called adjectives — it is more than one word, so
is an adjective phrase. (A phrase because it does not have a finite verb.)

We can turn with short hair into an adjective clause, like so:

The boys, who have short hair, play feotball.

The adjectival clause is the subordinate clause in this sentence.

The subject usually contains a noun or a pronoun.
A pronoun takes the place of a noun.

The boys play football. They play football.

Other pronouns are: [, Us, we, You, he, she, it, tl"IE"‘-.", this, that, these, some,
many, none. Eq:  These are fresh: those are stale.



MORE ABOUT OBJECTS

The objective of a sentence can consist of:

e Anoun = They eat apples.

A noun phrase = They eat the delicious apples.

Agerund = They enjoy running.
— ~—— (Gerund = a participle acting
Running satisfies them.  asasubject or object)

An infinitive/ infinitive phrase = They hope to win.
» They hope to win the race.

A direct object appears directly after the verb. = I ate the cakes.

An indirect object appears
before the direct object. = I gave her the cakes.

She gave the boy a kiss.

IF ANOUN APPEARS AFTER A PREPOSITION. IT IS CALLED
THE OBIECT OF THE PREPOSITION. \

= inthe morning, after the rain, by someone, with him

Prepositions are words like: in, by, with, over, near, round, up, in




TASK: Read the sentences below, write them in your books and answer the
following questions in your books.

LOOSE, EALANCED AND PERIODIC SENTENCES

A sentence is loose when the subject and verb are placed next to each
other, at the start of the sentence.

The meaning is complete at the beginning, and extra information can be
added afterwards.

They eat apples.
The football teams eat apples with their bare hands and a little salt.

A sentence is balanced, when the joining word appears in the middle of the
sentence.

They eat apples so they can stay healthy.

A sentence is periodic (end-stopped), when the sublect and verb are
separated. and the verb usually moved to the end of the sentence.

They, because they want to stay healthy, eat apples.

TASK  : Which of these sentences are loose. balanced. periodic?

a)I wanted to win the race yesterday afternoon..........
b) The team, which had lost all season, finally won

¢) Our teacher is ill so we should visit her........

d) Our teacher, who has measles, is absent......

e) The pupils were unlucky to lose their pocket-money

f) The house, built by Jack and his charming wife,
burnt down

g) If it takes forever, if it costs the earth, I will
meet you again




26) GRAMMAR: Sentences

TASK: Read the following and write out the topic sentences in your books. The first one has
been done for you, but write this out anyway.

FINDING TOPIC SENTENCES

The first paragraph has been done for you.

Ii summarises the gist of the paragraph, and is the sentence upon which the entire
paragraph is built. Also, the topic sentence provides clues as to the main idea
expressed with the paragraph. Often, it contains words that will be elaborated on in
other sentences.

If a topic sentence appears at the start of a paragraph, the paragraph is known
as LOOSE. This allows for elaboration, expansion, discussion, canse-and-

effect; implications, resulis, description. Thus, the general meaning is complete
and easily obtained right at the start.

Hawing the topic sentence at the start 1s a common structure for a paragraph,
because 1t “sets the scene™ as it were, and allows for stuctured elaboration. But take

a minute to think about the structure of jokes, and in particular, how they build up

towards a punch-line. In essence, all jokes have the same structure in that the
listener/ reader 15 forced to listen/read to the very end in order to get the essence of
the joke. When paragraphs have a topic sentence at the end, they are known as
END-STOPPED or PERIODIC.

Peniodic paragraphs are used to great effect in persuasive writing and by writers
wishing to create suspense. Descriptive writers, however, favour the use of loose
paragraphs. But there is another kind of paragraph which is suitable for writers
wishing to evaluate information. This is known as a BALANCED paragraph
because the topic sentence 1s placed in the middle of 1t. Because of this, the writer
can create for/against, positive/negative, pro’s/con’s constructions fo assistin
argumentative and analytical essays. It also provides stylistic variation to a piece of
writing.




27) GRAMMAR: Sentences

TASK: Read the following tips. Write out any three of the tips you think you need to

10.

remember most!

GRAMMAR TIPS: SUMMARY

Find the finite verb first

= all verbs are finite except varbs with TO in front (to swim = infinitive = non-finite)
and verbs that end in —ING {(swimming = tenseless pariciple/gerund = non-
finite; thay need an auxiliary verh to give them tense and thus make them finite.
Eqg: eating = non-finite; am eating = present particiole = finite).

Ask WHOWHAT? before the verb to find the SUBJECT

= The qgirl eats fruit ... whodvhat eais fruit? = the girl = the subject

Ask WHOWWHAT? after the verb to find the OBJECT

= The girl eats whoAwhat? = fruit = the OBJECT.

Mouns and Pronouns form the subject and object of a sentence.

Ask WHENWHEREHOWMHY? 1o find the ADVERB.

= The qgirl eats fruit quickly. How does she eat fruit? = quickly = adverb

Nouns and adverbs can be single words or groups of words (PHRASES).

= a phrase is a group of words without a finite verb

= (3irls = single noun; The charming girl = group of words without a verb = phrase

= Quickly = single adverl; In a hurry = adverh phrase

= PHRASES sometimes begin with PREPOSITIONS, 27. in a hurry;, over the moon

= Phrases sometimes begin with infinitives: o win a race

= Phrases sometimes hegin with participles: running down the road ..

Nouns can grow into phrases lhy adding articles, adverbs, adjectives

U UNUUNPRPNT 1 - Very oid man

Adverbs can be placed at the bheginning, in the middle, at the end of a sentence.

=Suddenly | viciously responded by shouting.

Adverbs can also appear between verbs — between the aux.verb and participle.

= am always laughing

Adjectives can appear hefore a noun or after a “heing” verb — is, am, was efc

= The tired hay ... The boy is tired.

Finding Clauses

el e

Find the finite verbis. If only 1 finite verb, then sentence is SIMPLE.

Circie the joining words. (2 verbys = 1 jfiword; 3 verbxs = 2 jiwords;4=3 etc)

If the joining word is AND BUT OR NOR then sentence is COMPOUND.

If the joining word is anyihing else |, the sentence is COMPLEX.

Draw a ling from the joining word to next punctuation mark to find subordinate
clause (= A CLAUSE is a group of words with a finite verh)

Non-underlined part is MAIN CLAUSE.



28) GRAMMAR: Skills Round-Up

THE GRAMMAR READING GAME

BASIC TRAINING

(AR RNRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRNNN
* You are Recruit Whatsitsname. You have :
been sent to planet SENTENCE.

That is all you needa 10 know for now.

Learning objectives:
+ 10 be able to identify the finite verb in a
sentence.

+ To distinguish between finite and non-

finite verbs.

o T0 identify the subject, object and
adverb In a sentence.

o To practise reading skills




TASK: Decode the following message in your books. Answer the question, check what
number your answer receives and read the message...

Stage QOne. Sector One. Pre-Mission Status:RECRUIT.
Monday 34" 5005, 8:30am.
(You wake up to discover this note in your pocket.)

reDa cruRet:
oYur boj si ot lacre a thap roughth het fledmime ni Scoret woT. refoBe
ouy nac od hatt, oyu vahe ot tendat nad plometec Tarinnig Sosines

en().

(NN NN NN NN
L I I I Y

My Secret Journal Page One:

Progress Check

1. Yiour job is o 1. Althonszh yon may 3. Bace a field monse? I 4. That's right. T s== we
think thar that is your think not pyy dear friend [ made the £ght chodce
a) raceafisld mouse job you are so wrong and thds is yet another wher prcking you As part
=3 and now vou are OpporTLity to waste of your secret mission you
b} clear apathin wasting precious dme preciouns mme by need fo undergo Training

Sezslon Ooz. Locate this

Sartor 2=4 by reading this piece of readig 3 load of old section and do the tacks
¢} recouit others =1 nonsense 50 [ snggest mihizh when you Then o to Secior 2 for
vou 2o back to block 1. should just 2o back to 1. -

your fret assigrment.




29) GRAMMAR: Skills Round-Up

TASK: Decode the messages and write the answers in your books.

Stage Two. Pre-Mission Status: RECRUIT

Monday 34™ 5005. 9am.

(Before moving on. you receive this text message on your galactic

phone.)

., BTl B R .
e e o o o o e s s s s s = .

20,18, 1,9, 14,9, 14, T 19, 5,19, 19, 9, 15, 14 - 20, 23, 15

Yon will be expecied to INTERROMGATE the senfence on your
next assiznment. Your joir is w find the SUBJECT and the
OBJECT and the ADWVERE in a sentence.

Idenmfy the finite verb ez: The gol ate the apples
yasterday.
2. Ask WHO or WHAT bafore the verb ez Who'what aie the
apple? Answer = The girl = THE SUBJECT of the samence.
Ack WHOTWHAT after the verb to find the OBIECT
Eg: The zirl afe WHOZTWHAT? Answer = the apples = the
OBJECT of the sentence
4. Ask WHEN, WHERE, HOW, WHT? 1o find the ADVEERER
m the senrence. Ez- The zirl ate the apples
whenwharafowiwliy?  Answer = yesterday = ADVERE
becanse it tells uws wltem she ate the apples.
Interrozate the following sentence to idewtify the subject, the
object, and the adverb.
IJHEDOY EICRED THE BATL HARD,

i

Fimite e = e

T = e
Adverth =

Cherk vour answers au-:l :If COITECT, IMOVE [0 3ssiznmient Smage 3

If mot 1:r;- agzin Avswers = verb=kicked; subj=he bov; objec=the
ball: adverh = hard

20,18,1,9,14,9,14,7 - 19,5,19,19,9,15,14 — 20,8,18,5,5

Adverizs don't always appear nesr the end of & senfence COiften
they can be found ar the stam, or sometimes in the middle of a
SENTELCE,
B Suddenly I was swimouings in the sea.

[ was suddenly swinuping in the zea.
Ionce how the adverb splits the finite varb m the second
example. Look our for this in assignmenr two in sector 3. Despire
spliming the werb, there iz sdll caly OME finite verb in each
sgnrence. This is mpormanr. Fead this agam. Mow go back
sectar 4.

20,18,1,9.14.14,7-19,5,19,19.9.15 14 - 15145

Thiz assizmmment will ask yon to clear & path
throuzh a minefield by asking you w place 2 dot
over all the FINITE vers. There are 3 kinds of
FIMNITE VEREBS:

1) DOING VERBS = verbs thar you can do (eat,
langh, jump)

1) BEING VEEEBS = verbs thar you can't do (i,
was, were, has, shall be, are, am, can,
shomld)

¥} PARTICIPLES = a BENG verbnext o a
DG verb | is eating; was langhing, shall
Jump).

PARTICIPLES give the word tanss
{prezent, past, futore)

ALL VERDS ARE FINITE except for.

a)  wverbs with TO m font of them (fo eat, to
langh) = NON-FINITE
b} —ing verbs withour 2 being verb in froo:
{ eating, langhing, jniping) = NON-FINITE
bug
{am eating, iz laughing, was jmuping) = FINITE

OOMNOT BT ACE & RIOT OVER MORN-FINTTE

NVERRS IIW THE MINEFIELD. To show that you

have undarstood this raming session, answer the

followinz question.

Which block conrzing enly FINITE VEREES?
ATHBTCT

ANSWER =

A lanzghing, crving, to eat, uanping. to go

B:nmn, is asking, scresm, had been crving

C: apple, orangze, pears, blue, sreen red

Checl: vour answer by decoding this:

1,14,1% 23, 5,18 %1% I; 1415213 7,15
20,15 1%9,5,3,10,1518 20,23,15

47




30) GRAMMAR: Skills Round-Up

TASK: Write out all the FINITE Verbs in the following Minefield to clear a path...

Translate the'message that you find at the other side, lsingthe code from the last
homework.

Sector Two: THE MINEFIELD. Tuesday 35" 5008, (Vouknow whattodo)

START HERE
*

roniing  jumping  fofly runs  foswim  bulding fobuild foscare toking

tosing folough isruning hoping hopping tofake tomake tofake fogive

swimming _is swimming to jump toclimb  tobe guing todie todye dyeing

s tolose winaing wonting living towin  todeliver dying towant wanting

toskp todonce fotwirl swims tounderstond twirling shining toshine torow

wos fogiggle tosmirk being losing swimming rowing tosend sending typing

tofind toexplore wasgigaling tohope  tohap  delivering receiving believing

skipping  smirking  finding om tohold tohave dreaming sleeping woking  towake
omholding foqo going  fostoy understanding  demanding throwing  knowing

NN NS

115 2013 715 21311 2015 15 2131 [F UK
920175 081833 920173 22315 B175 0285 920175 202315




31) GRAMMAR: Skills Round-Up

TASK: Using your understanding of how sentences make sense, rewrite the following
statements in your books with the words in the correct order:

Sector Three: Pre-Mission status: TRAINEE
Wednesday 35" 5005:

You receive this letter from High Command: (Decide what to do and then do if)

» a finite Finding in verb of verbs is easy a list

. vou are But on tend Sentence and the Planet aliens their to place in

+ sentences verbs.

+ asentence? you to spot the finite be able Will verb in

: help Go to Two for tips Training and Session.

: mission status Once completed the you have task, yvour successfully will
+ upgraded be.

n

be Good and may the luck force with you.



32) GRAMMAR: Skills Round-Up

TASK: Write out the following sentences and then interrogate them as instructed...

Stage Three: Assignment Status: Interrogator. Wednesday 36" 5005.

The following sentences have been capured. Your job 15 to mterrogate them to discover the SUBJECT, OBJECT and ADVERE m each. BEWARE
THE FLOATING ADVERE. Lock out for NON-FINITE VERES.

(Training for this more Session Three help Go to with.)

SENTENCE ONE: Thealienseatrocksdailly.  Fmmfeverb —————
Subject —————*
Object ——*
Adverb ———

SEWTENCE TWO: We are always fighting enemies here.  Fite verb  ———————— e,

Subject B e
Adverb LSOO

Place a V above the finite verb, a box aronnd the subject, and a box around the object. Underline the adverb twice. Place a
squiggly line beneath the non-finite verbs.

SENTENCE THREE: Yesterday, the ugly martian drew his weapon. CANEF

FOUNDIN
SENTENCE FOUR: Our captain wanted to win the battle immediately. FOIR.
SENTENCE FIVE : They were constantly monitoring our movements. 50



SECTOR 4a:

1 JLaet 1 T8 yon
think the finite verb is:
a)  abl=os (g0 o f)

b} eatizom d)

t} rocks (2o to9)

d)  daily (2o t015)

6. O usefnl test o
idanify finite verbs is
iz 8z “Can " bafore
fhe word. Can ] sliens?
Can I eat? Can [ rocks?
Which makes sense?
T¥ow 2o back to 1.

11, quie comeat.
The aligns 15 the
subject. How, if you
think e object of the
SEUENCE 15
a) the aliens (r=ad
block 11 careflly)
by daily (1% thea 17)
oy mocks (2o 1o 13)

16. e tells us who
e fizhone Words
which tell us who aze
gitler the subject or
the object. Back o 12,

2 . You're Lalfway

3 » Corpect. You are

there The finite verb making brllian
has been split by the progress. Fow, 1f you
qdverk gf!,‘m': .- think tha 5ﬂbjﬁft is
3} The aliens (ge s 1)
Backto 12. b} Eat{goto 14)
) Rocks(zowd)
?. Chest, & What 15 8. e, the finite verb
the finite verb in 1= grg femne . Whar's
semrenrca 47 the subject of the
a) wanzed (g0 0 19) senrance”

b} towin (go o 25
g) thebanls (zo A3}

12, e 16y
tiink the finite verb is
a) abways (2o to 10}
b) ae(gowl)

) fighmog (pote )
4 are fizhting (gow
g we(gomml6)

1 7 ». That's right, e
is the subject because
it tells s wia ZE
fighting, The objectof
the sanfance can be
foued iz 13, Fead and
renun here Tio find the
adverb go to 20 xed
et bers, Mow o 23

8 we(zotolT)
b} aliens (g0 60 18)
g} lers (zo e 20)

13 « Chute nglkt
FRocks 15 the object of
the sentence, If you
think the adverb of the
SENMEnCE 15

a) the aliens (1 e
b daily (1% fher 4

18. To find te
subject axk whodshar

bafore tha varh. Aliens
answars whedukar after
the verk. Wears
always Szhope whe
what. 4len: i the
object Back 1o 8

tell us when, where,

adverb:. Did you et
that quastion corect”
Seore one mark for

4. Tes, oy tells ws
when and words which

e, wity are known as

each: apswer. Goto 12,

5. Tio find tha ohject,

ask 1wl or whar afte;
the snbject aud verl:
The aliens eat who or
wiar? To find the
subject ask who o
witat Defore the verb:
Who orwhat eat rocks?
Backtod.

that tell vou wha o
what ara gither fha

3 senfence,
Tow g0 back w1

14. The subject =lls
s wha'whar 15 doing
the action in the
enence. Exrisg
doing word - it 15 an
action you caz do.
Fead block 6 snd then
Eobackm

lg o Wemired is the finite
verb. Well doee Did vou
place 2 WV sbove 17 To find
the object, 2o to 33, Then
cotee back here Tid vou pas
b aroued it

TWhar is the subject’

4} towin (2o to 15 then 18)
by Crr captain (zo to 40)

) Immedistaby (g0 10 22)

9. Raocks tell you what
the zliens 2a1 and words

subject or the object of

1 ['..dfu'q.': tells
iehen we gre fizhons
50 it's am adverb. Take
ahwgys outof the
saptance. The finite
verb consists of 2
being and 2 doing word
(a participle). Go o
12

13. “Draily”™ tells us
welen the aliens eat

tocks znd words that
fall us when are known

a3 adverbs.
Mow zoback ol

20 Here tells 1z

iwhere we gre febine,

50 1t's oo adverh,
Backto§.




2 ]. Mo, ugly
describes kow
something looks. The
verb tells us what the
subject does. Ugly iz
a1 adjective becausa it
describes fhe martisn..
Back to 23.

22 » Frmeciialy

tells ns whem the
capiam wited o win

the batle and words
that tell us when ae
kvown as adverbs.
o back o 19,

27.1’9;: our

mgvements tells us
wiar they were
constandy menitorng,
50 1's the object of the
saprance, Mow go 1o
3.

33 « The bale wells
s whar the captam
wanted. He wantad
whai'T Towin the
bartle, 5o fowin the
bardly iz the object.
Backto 7.

34.‘:’|:ru hava by

row received all te
answers. Add up your
final toral and fill ftin
in 36. Then o ol

28. Hava you placed

a how around the
subject and 3 box
aroumnd the olyect?
Carefully check. Mow
g0 o

29. Ves, were

Lomisonng is the finite

verlb because it has a

subject (thgy). What is

the object in sentence

)

r)  constanily (gote 38
than 19)

by they iread 20
careflly)

O} OU MBOVeInEnts (0
o 1T

3 7. Mt talls ns
wih dreny the waapon,
50 mtian is the object
of the sentance. Back to
1.

35, cusst 5 The

finite verb in sentence

31

3 were (goto 24)

b)  wera comstamtly
(g0t 28)

£} Were momitoring
(g0 to 1)

24. Rz-read Traming

Sesgion Three Wiy 5
averb, bt it is part of

ez mopjogng which
Las been split by the
adverb consranty.
Back to 35,

3 [} Corraze. Drew is the

finite verb becaunse it lss a
subject (the ugly martian ).
What is the object?

a) bz weapan (ge o 3%)

) the nzly martian (zo o 30
€} yestarday (g0 to 26)

25. Towin is & verb
with o in frout of it.
TWhea you put fo in
front of a verb, if is
called an infinitive and
that iz always non-
finite. Back 10 7.

2 6 Yastarday rells us
when the martizn drew
bis weapon Words
which tell us when are
kwows as adverbs.
Adverbs also wll us
wherg, igw, wiy . Go
to 30.

32.Tmalan

far=

17

3 8 « Constmny tells
s ehen they wezs

Lignitorng our
MoVELEnts, 50 I 5 an
adverb. Back w 35

39. Correct. Hiz

waapan tells nz what
Le drew. [t s the

To find the adverb go
to 26, Then goto 7.

object of the semtence,

36. TOTAL

21

31.&31-:5&:03:5

and write your nams
wext to the star rating
for this assizmmen:.

FOR.

20021 get & stars;
17,1818 get 4 srars;
14,1516 et 3 stars;
11,0213 get 2 sfars
(10 ger 1 smar.

4 0 Cur caprain tells
us whe wanred to win,

23 o Quzct 3t The
fimite verb i=:

a)  drew (zoto 20)

b ugly (to21)

¢} martan (go wdT)

50 it's the snbject. Did
you place a box around
it? Remember to give
vourself one point for
every comect thing you
do. The total so far is
out of 17, Fill vour total
inhon 32, then g0 to
35,

52




33) STRUCTURE: Narratives

THE 3-PART SUMMARY SENTENCE: Generating ideas

The aim of this activity is to be able to construct a simple story with a
beginning, middle and end. The task is to write one sentence that summarises
the story. To begin with, you have 3 minutes to create a story summary. Then,
on your next attempt, try to cut the time to 2 and a half minutes. Then, on the

next attempt, see if you can create a story summary sentence within exactly 2
minutes. For the following attempt, you should aim to finish in a minute and a

half, with the ultimate objective of being able to write a story sentence in under
a minute. The sentence does_not have to be grammatically correct.

Choose from the following titles/ideas. Write a story summary sentence
within the given times:

The Ezcape Fire! Penalty Kick L 3o
Mike's Meszage Our Challenge 3. 2min 305
The Dare  Mizsien The Light 3. 2min
Revenge Hostile Planet j iﬁiﬂiﬁ
Valentine's Day Ground Zero
middle
Begin end

Eg: Girl wakes, smelling fire + brother in danger + girl rescues brother.

TASK: Write three story summary sentences using the titles above, or

EXTENSION: Create your own titles.



34) STRUCTURE: Narratives

TASK: Read the following tips for creating narratives (stories!). There is a task at the end.

ENTER AND EXIT: WAYS TO START AND END STORIES

START AT THE BEGINNING

“Cne day” and “Cnece upon a fime” are common ways used by younger children to begin ther stories.
Unfortunately, they often use it when they get older, and many find it difficult to start more originally. Here are a
few suggested altermatives:

THE SPIRAL OPENING = Describe the surroundings before you mention the
characters. This forces the reader to read to the end
of the paragraph to “meet” the main character’s.
Essentially, you are building atmosphere befora
launching into the plot. IT's a useful technique that
helps establish the genre very early on. It is like you
are zooming in from a great height, gradually getting
closer to the main character's. Y

The kingdom of Syrius The First lies four thousand miles east of Planet Jimjam, and to those
who hove seen it, the lond is os wondrous and mysterious as anything on Earth. Greot craggy
mourntain ronges loom over dense, mingcral-rich volleys filled with fruit-infested forests ond
silver streams. At one such stream, neor the Hill of Good Fortune, sat Mildred Mildew, one of
the Kingdom's unluckiest inhabitonts_

START IN THE MIDDLE = Try and grab your reader's attention, by starting
the story in the middle of an action and using a
’ sound effect with an exclamation mark. I1t's a nice

jolt into the story, and a good way to introduce an
adventurs or action-type story. You can also use
flashbacks to explore how they characters gof there.

“Crash!”

John watched the priceless antique. his grandmother’s favourite jode chino jug.
shatter into a million I'll-never-be-able-to-fix-that picces. How could he have been
so coreless? He thought back to earlier that morning, when, just before catching the
bus, he had ..

START AT THE END = Try starting your story, with the main character's final thought.
Then show the reader how that thought came ahout.
C A\

"T'll never get out of here alive," Macey's terrified eyes widened ot the sight of the giant
blade moving menacingly closer. She could see the blood-stained evidence of previous victims,
and fry os she might, there wos no way she was going to untie the rigorous knots oround her
wrists. "Think! Think!" she kept screaming as the rotating sow inched ever closer...

Earlier, before the madness had begun, before all of this, Macey had been at home, trying to
boke o coke for Robert, a good pal and soon-to-be boyfriend..
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OLDER BUT WISER EMNDING “Budweiser”

The baddie gets what's comimg o him
—usually hiz plans backfire — and what
he hopes will happsn to others,
happens to him

Bain character begins and end the story in the same
place. First time, he / she faces tempiation, gives i

gets mio trouble, ands at same place, but makes wiser

chaicas e Everyihing works out all
nightin the end.
HAPPY EINDING
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THE Y?Y?Y? METHOD : ANOTHER EXAMPLE

. Draw the final image: A boy runs out of an abandened house.

. Ask why this is so: He is being chased by a monster.

. Ask why this 1s so: The monster needs human blood to survive.

. Ask why this 1s so: Monster was a boy, cursed long ago when he

trespassed into a witch's house.

. When vou are ready. start from the bottom and work your
way to the top to generate 1deas for a story.

Perhaps a story which begins two centuries ago. The setting is
an old house near the edge of the woods. Locals claim it is
inhabited by a witch, who turns children into monsters. A local
lad is dared by his friends to break inte the house. He never
returns. He is doomed and can only survive by feeding off the
blood of ethers.

We jump forward to the present day. Our hero is a young boy
being taunted by older bullies. They dare him to break into the
abandoned house near the edge of the woods. To prove he is
brave, he sneaks into the garden and creeps in through the
window of the basement ...
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2) spiral opening ...
3) start at middle ...
4)startatend ....

Summary Sentence: First

Enter/Exit = 1)start at beginning ....

5) twist in tale. ..
6) clifi-hanger ...

7) happy ending....
8) just desserts ...
9) older but wiser ....

Then

Finally

LI

Draw the main events in the boxes.




35) STRUCTURE: Narratives

TASK: Write a minimum three paragraph (very) short story using the ideas about
structure generated in your last homework.

REMEMBER: The way to score highly on the Assessment Foci is to use a full
range of punctuation for effect, a range of paragraph lengths for effect, a full
range of sentences (simple, compound, complex) and stylistic devices such as
sensory description (smell, touch, taste, sight, sound) and poetic devices like
similes (like or as), metaphor, personification, alliteration, repetition,
onomatopoeia etc.



36) STRUCTURE: Narratives (self-assessment)

TASK: Using the following self-assessment, write answers to the questions in your books about
the story you have written. See which elements of Literacy you have taken control of!

1.
Yes

No

Is the handwriting clear and fluent?

It 15 always a pleasure readng legible writing.

Wou need to work on the following areas: a) keep letters om the line ...

b} make spaces between words even .......

¢) straighten down'up strokeseg HIL, TEY .......
d) make spaces between letters even .......

eldot your1’s. J°s suvuu

f) cross your t's ...

m n o p g I 5 t u v w V¥ Z

Have paragraphs been nsed correctly to show Time. Idea, Place, Speaker?

Using paragraphs like yon have helps the reader to follow the story more easily. Thanks.

a) Paragraphs not used at all = Use paragraphs in futurs writing.

b} Paragraphs used, but not always comecily = Bemember to start a new paragraph whenever there 13

a change n time, idea, place, speaker.

Is the title and the date written and nunderlined?

Keep doing the right thing.

a) title and date wntten, not underline = remember to underline title and date.

b} no fitle and/or no date = remember to nclude &nd underline title and date.



rrn

Yes:

Does the first paragraph tell yvoun WHEEE, WHEN and WHO?

Tour introduction makes it easier to follow the rest of the story,

Femember that the first paragraph should generally tell the reader who the main character/s is/are,
provide an 1dea of the setting ,and let the reader know the time in which the story 15 set.

Iz the genre clearly establizhed and maintained?

Tou have a grasp of the genre and convey it well.
Find out what “genre” means and oy to write stories in a particular genre.

Avre the characters well described. divectly or indirectly?

It was enjovable meeting your characters.

Try to make your characters more vivid by:

a) describing what the characters look hke: size, shape, interesting features, clothes, colours ...
b} describing what the characters do and how they move ...

¢} showing us their character through their speech and actions .......

d) showing us their characters/locks through the eyes of other characters .......

Is the setting important to the storv?

The setiing helped me imagine the story better.

Mext time you write a story, ask yourself the question, “Why have I set the story m this seting/
location. Make sure you have an answer before wniting the story.

Has the writer nsed a variety of describing words to bring the story to life?

The rich deseriptions made the story more vivid and easy to see n my mind’'s eye.

a) few descnptive words used = try desenbing feelings, celours, shapes, textures, smells. ...
b} same descriptive words repeated = use a thesaurs next time you write/plan a story ...

Has a varietv of action words/'verbs been nsed?

Tour story 1s enriched by your cholce of vocabulary.

Find altermatives for words hike walk, move, min, said - and use them in future stones.



10.

Yes:

Have full stops been used corrvectly?

Tour use of full stops makes your story flow fluently.
Bead yvour story aloud to at least two people to hear where your full stops need to go.

Do names, iitles, davs of weelk/months. addresses begsin with capital leiters?

Continue to glve proper nouns capital letters.

Eemember to use capital letters to start words that are: names, ttles, days/months,
addresses.

Spelling errors: a) fewer than five emors = well done.

b} mere than five errors = keep a dichionary near when writing.

Dioes the story have a clear besinning, middle and end?

¢ It's always a pleasure reading a story that has a clear begmning, nuddle and end.

Practise planning your story thoroughly before starting writing. Make sure vou know
how 1t 1s gomg to end before you write the begmming. Make sure your stories have
endings by giving vourself enough time to think, plan and write.

Is there a varietv of joiming words?

: Well done, the story flows nicely.

a) “and” + “then” uzed too often = find and use altematives to “and”™ + “then” .......
b) keep a list of joining words nearby and refer to when writing.

In my opinion. the storv needs:

More colowurs ....... f) More direct spesch ....u..

More somnds ... g} Less direct speech .......

More movement words ...... hy More focus on eszentials ...
More character descriptions ...... 1) Less descriprion/ more action .......
More setting deseriptions ....... 1) More unusual creative ideas .......

I wonld rate the story as: (circle one of a) then 1+ of bl )

a) very rather guite somewhat almost
b} enjovable entertaining enthralling exciting amusing funny
delichtful moving sad disturbing aplifting seary  frightening

entertaining  informative  well-thought out surprising thought-provoking



37) READING: First Chapter (15 tasks to choose from)

TASK: Find a book round the house, in the school library or borrow one from your English
teacher. It has to be a novel, and it has to be fiction (imagined by the writer). Once you have
found one of these magical devices, read the first chapter and complete any one of the

Imagine the main
character has nm away
from the book. Tou are a
reporter sent to guestion
the other characters. Write
the guestions wvou would
ask and the responses you
might get.

Make a giant

wordsearch, using
the names of the

characters and
locations in the
book.

Design o quiz oocklet, full
of pumles and guizzes,
based  enfirely on the
novel you are presently
reading Inclede
crosswords, guesfions ond
answers, multiple choice,
dot-to-dot aird o
colouring-in picturs.

Compare and contrast
this book with any
cther book that you
have read. Make two
columns. Label one,
SAME, and the other
DIFFERENT. <Can vyou
come up with more
than 13 items 1in
each column?

If vou had to turn the bogk
mto a film, which actors
would vou choose to play
the lead roles? Provide 3
reasons for each actor/
character.

following:

R-n design the covar of the

ook, so that it willappasal

toadiffersnt audlismoo.

What 3 birthday gifts would you
buy for 3 of the characters m the
book? Make a list and next to each
1tem, explam why you think it is
snited to the characters you have
chosen.

Drnw the bedroocm
for oma of tha
charactars. I_:.| bl

and colour carafully.

Create a WANTED POSTEE.
for three of the characters.
Include a wntten description
beneath your drawing of the
characters.

Pretend that you are
one of the characters in
the book. Keep a
detailed diary for one
week, Write your
entries in past tense,

FPretend that the main
characters have lost their
memories and cant find
their way to their homes.
Draw a map of their
setting, showing the sireet
mag and route they need
to take to get back home.

Fretend vou are the amthor
Om & radic show, you are
challenged to gl':'e ten
reasons why you chose the
title of the book. How many
are you able to come up
with?

magine inviting some of
the characters to a party
to meet some of your
friends. Write the gossip
page article from a
teenage magazine about
the event.

Make a comic book version
of the book vou are reading.
But vou are only allowed 5
frames. Which five events
will wou include o
summarise the story so far?

this book?
detailed

aIldl







